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leads in the other hand, two dogs that liked to pull. It took 
me about four or five walks, with plenty of trial and error, 
to get a particular technique that seemed to work best for 
me. Eventually I just put both leads down and stepped on 
the lines right at the point where they emerge so I'd have 
both hands free for full fecal retrieval. 

There are plenty of ups and downs that come with having 
a canine companion. She gets spastic around other dogs 
unless they come into our place, but loves to snuggle with 
us on the couch. Plus she's very good looking, which 
makes up for a lot. 

The best part about having a dog is that you get to be 
judgmental about other dog owners, or as a famous dog 
trainer once said, "The only thing two dog trainers can 
agree on is that the third one is doing it all wrong." 




BADGER OPENING 

Welcome to the eighth issue of Black Badger, the weasely 
zine of musings and commentary. Another two years have 
elapsed since the last issue— which appeared two years 
after number six. My job as an EMT continues, and I have 
finally moved into the 9-1-1 system. Where before I was 
mostly operating a taxi (with oxygen for passengers), now 
I actually have the opportunity to use some of the skills I 
learned in EMT school; while I have yet to perform CPR on 
a patient, there are plenty of other skills in my scope of 
practice that I have used. The move from BLS (Basic Life 
Support— routine transports of stable patients) to ALS 
(Advanced Life Support— working with a paramedic on 
potentially life-threatening calls) has also given me a better 
work schedule. My BLS schedule totaled 50 hours a week, 
leaving me little time or energy for anything, let alone 
writing. My ALS schedule averages 42 (36 hours one week 
and 48 the next). This is part of the reason I am able to 
publish another issue of Black Badger, the finest 
antiauthoritarian personal zine in the English-speaking 
world. 

All original graphics by John Henri. 



Black Badger c/o 

CAL Press POBox 3448 Berkeley CA 94703 

blackbadger23@juno.com 



As always, special thanks to Collarisfor editing and proofreading, and for her 
inexhaustible patience with me when I'm writing. 



EXCERPTS OF A BADGER AFFIDAVIT ON 
BEHALF OF AN ANARCHIST PRISONER 

In 2001 prison bureaucrats in Tennessee implemented a ban on any 
and all anarchist or pro-anarchist literature as detrimental to 
institutional security. As a result, long-time anarchist prisoner 
Harold H. Thompson couldn't receive any of the %ines or pamphlets 
that he had contributed to or written. He filed a lawsuit against the 
Department of Corrections, and requested affidavits from anarchists 
for evidence. 

For the most part I make it a point to avoid interacting with 
representatives of the state; sometimes those interactions are 
inevitable, sometimes necessary. And as strange as it may sound, the 
cold-hearted creeps who run prisons are not immune to public 
scrutiny and occasionally respond to that pressure. Besides, I wanted 
to help make Harolds sentence a little more tolerable by making 
sure that he could receive interesting reading material. 

The ban, while not being rescinded, has not been enforced (at least in 
Harold s case) since the lawsuit was filed. 

Harold H Thompson #93992 

West Tennessee State Penitentiary 
PO Box 11 50 
HenningTN 38041 



... I have been a self-identified anarchist for over 20 years. 
In addition to public writing, I have been the facilitator of 
an anarchist study group for the past six [now eleven] years 
as well as helping to organize two [now seven] anarchist 
conferences. 



(I've only seen the hideous shock collar once in public). 
Next down on my list is the choke chain. Choke chains and 
prong collars are meant to be used as ''correction" devices 
(you are supposed to give the dog a snapping, attention- 
getting yank to "correct" it— think of Mister Grady in The 
Shining) when the dog does something you don't like; it 
takes the place of the word "no" and is about as ineffective 
in the long run. If the dog is a compulsive puller, the 
prongs can puncture the neck, leading to all kinds of 
medical problems. Choke chains, used at the incorrect 
angle and with excessive force, have been known to cause 
permanent throat and neck injuries and even death by 
crushed trachea. 



The stupidest leash is the flexi-lead, the one with the very 
thin retractable line; the harness with the clip on the back is 
also ridiculous. The flexi-lead will never teach the dog to 
gauge distance to its human, and can never be used to 
teach the dog not to pull. The handle of this contraption is 
so bulky that it's difficult to operate the lock and the 
trigger with one hand without a lot of practice. 

The back-clipped harness just gets the dog that much more 
excited about pulling; it allows the dog to pull with the 
strongest part of its body rather than just the neck. And 
because it allows the dog to pull at full strength, when the 
dog lunges, you will be yanked pretty hard. 

The most absurd combination— one that I see all the time — 
is the prong collar attached to a flexi-lead. 

There have been times when I've helped Collaris out by 
walking her clients' dogs, and there was one pair of 
hounds I took care of where my dexterity was put to the 
test. Two medium-large dogs on flexi-leads, two shit piles 
to scoop up in one hand while holding those bulky flexi- 



word, becoming increasingly louder, and using a harsh 
tone, perhaps with an upraised hand? Would that make 
you understand it better? You'd probably be intimidated 
quickly, lose any kind of focus you might have had up to 
that point, and conclude that when that person makes that 
combination of noises s/he is upset. Maybe a beating is 
coming shortly. But since you still don't know what it 
means, you cannot correlate its use to any particular action 
on your part; the person seems to invoke the noise at 
random, whether you're doing something normal for you, 
or something you think will elicit a reward from the 
person. 



Rewarding behavior you like is how you teach the dog to 
do tricks (anything from a simple sit to more complicated 
chains, like running an agility course). There are plenty of 
actions that are normal for a dog that can be shaped and 
associated with a verbal or visual cue. Shake, play dead, a 
down-stay, getting them to ignore food on the ground; 
anything can qualify and be rewarded to be turned into a 
regular part of your dog's request repertoire. 

Once you observe a particular behavior that you don't 
want the dog to repeat, you have to figure out what the 
chain of events is that leads up to the undesired action. 
Getting the dog to do a trick that's already part of its 
repertoire is a great way to change its focus. Or you can try 
to counter-condition the dog. Our dog doesn't get along 
well with most other dogs. But avoiding dogs in an urban 
environment is impossible, so we try to make dog 
encounters a happy, reward-filled, event. Lots of treats, 
happy voices, even a little dancing around. Collaris and I 
frequently look like fools, but it's better than trying to 
break up a dog fight. 

My least favorite kind of popular collar is the prong collar 



... I have also engaged in correspondence with various 
prisoners in state and federal detention. My support for 
inmates has also included periodic visits in person. A very 
notable characteristic of prison administrations that I have 
experienced is the arbitrariness of enforcement of 
department policies, as well as the arbitrary nature of 
many of those policies. . . 

Reacting with irritation and even outrage (and 
subsequently having that behavior labeled "a risk to the 
secure operations of the facility") to the exercise of 
obviously arbitrary authority is what I would consider 
natural and human. The political theory of anarchism only 
articulates a more or less coherent framework for 
understanding why such resistance is to be expected. 
Anarchism entails a relentless critique of power, whether 
that power derives from a so-called legitimate or 
illegitimate source, and whether it is exercised in a so- 
called humane or inhumane manner, 



Resistance to the arbitrary and capricious nature of the 
exercise of authority and power is much older than the 
theory of anarchism. It is those who directly suffer 
oppressive conditions who understandably resist; they do 
not need to read a magazine, or a book, or a poem, or a 
letter to be inspired. Nothing that anyone else writes can 
compel inmates to want their jailers to behave humanely; 
they just have to confront their own suffering at the hands 
of those with the power to control their every activity. 

The Tennessee Department of Corrections decision to ban 
anarchist literature inside its prisons is ironic enough 
because such literature is not (yet) banned in public or in 
other state or federal prisons. The greater irony is that this 
literature is not considered a threat to public security; it is 
only in a system of incarceration where people are under 
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